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SUBJECT: PRISONER RELEASE OFFER 


REFERENCE: USDEL 16918 

1. PRESIDENT DESIRES THAT AT DECEMBER 10 PARIS PLENARY, 
BOTH US AND GVN DELS OFFER TO RELEASE ALL NORTH 
VIETNAMESE PW'S HELD IN SOUTH VIET- NAM IF NORTH VIET- 
NAMESE WILL RELEASE ALL GVN AND ALLIED PERSONNEL HELD 
IN NORTH VIET-NAM. 


2. IF QUERIED ABOUT OMISSION OF REFERENCE TO ALLED 
PERSONNEL HELD IN SOUTH VIET-NAM, OUR SPOKESMEN WOULD 
SAY THAT, IF OTHER SIDE IS PREPARED TO RELEASE THESE 
PERSONNEL AS WELL AS THOSE HELD IN NORTH, OUR SIDE IS 
PREPARED TO RELEASE ALL VC HELD IN SOUTH IN ADDITION 
TO NVN HELD IN SOUTH. 


3. AMBASSADOR BUNKER SHOULD DISCUSS THIS MATTER WITH 
PRESIDENT THIEU AND ASCERTAIN HIS VIEWS, BEARING IN MIND 
DESIREABILITY OF INFORMING AMBASSADOR LAM SOONEST. 
AMBASSADOR BUNKER SHOULD ALSO INFORM THIEU THAT FINAL 
US POSITION YET TO BE DETERMINED SINCE DEFENSE DESIRES 
QUESTION OF RELEASE OF US PRISONERS THROUGHOUT INDOCHINA 
TO BE A PART OF RACKAGE. WILL FURNISH FURTHER GUIDANCE 
SOONEST. ROGERS 
BT 

Drafted by: EA:R Kirk 
Cleared by: EA:Mr Sullivan 
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